
Harmony Week is all about 
celebrating one of our greatest 
strengths – our diversity!

It’s about showing respect, 
acknowledging and appreciating 
everyone, regardless of their 
background or circumstances.  
And fittingly on 21 March, we also 
observe the United Nations 
International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination across  
the globe.

Here in Canterbury-Bankstown, we 
have a vibrant, rich culture with more 
than 129 nationalities represented 
and around 200 languages spoken.

What makes us so special as a 
community, is how we embrace the 
diverse cultures and customs of 
people who live here.

I love to see people in our City from 
all backgrounds joining in the special 
events of different cultures. 
Recently, we saw thousands get 
involved the Lunar New Year 
festivities, and just next week, many 
will flock to the streets of Lakemba 
to join in the Ramadan celebrations.

Statistics show that diverse 
communities are happier, healthier, 
and more prosperous. Including 
everyone really does make the  
world a better place.

I couldn’t think of a better way to 
celebrate this important occasion 
than by welcoming our newest 
citizens who have chosen to call our 
City home. I’m looking forward to 
welcoming 500 new citizens, from  
all parts of the world, at a special 
Harmony Day Citizenship Ceremony 
on Tuesday.

Watching our newest citizens  
singing the Australian Anthem  
and lining up to take photos and say 
hello is what makes my job all the 
worthwhile. I truly believe that with 
every new citizen, our City is richer 
and stronger.

And for those wanting to learn more 
about our diversity, I encourage you 
to join us for a special International 
Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination event. There will be a 
panel discussion, morning tea and 
anti-racism pledge tree. For more 
information and to register,  
visit cb.city/IDERD
This harmony week and beyond,  
may we all strive to continue living  
in harmony and cast aside any 
prejudices. Happy Harmony Week!

Yours sincerely,
Clr Khal Asfour 
MAYOR
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